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ala is one place on earth

Where the collapse of
Communism in East Europe or its
degeneration in China has not led
to the collapse of the ideology.”
quips Olle Torngist, an associate
professor at the Department of
Government - Development Stud-
ies Unit in the Uppsala University
of Swedenanda known experton
Kerala development.

Tornquist, who has been close-
Iy following Kerala's developmen-
tal experience and political transi-
tion for the past one decade, was
recently in Thiruvananthapuram,
after attending the International
Conference on Kerala’s Develop-
ment Experience in New Delhi.

In the seventies Olle was doing
his PhD thesis on the destruction
of the Indonesian Communist Par-
ty. His study on Kerala stemmed
from the eagerness to see if there
were similar problems experi-
enced by other countries also.

“I have come to the conclusion
that in the carly cighties the old
movements in Kerala had come to
1dead end. There were nosigns of
increase in productivity thanks
the land reforms. The old tenant:
possessed the crop land. but were
not much interested in increasing
productivit

Tornquist was convinced that
there was little scope for a new
start for the Leftin Kerala. Howev-
cr. defeating his predictions the
Left Front won the polls in 1987.
He was here during the time and
found that new issues
emerged — unemployment and
abuse of resources, both in the
public and private sectors

A need was emerging within
the traditional movement to do
something new. This gave somc
pragmatic space to renew orient-
ed people within the movement
as

« Sumcunc told me that Ker-

3

-->-<
e

£

Decentralisation
NEED OF THE HOUR

Swedish expert on Kerala development Olle Torngist says
that it is development at the local level that will help the
State to progress and prosper. H SHAJI speaks to him

a Sastra Sahitya Parishad
(KSSP). From there onwardsthere
Was i restart on some aspects —
total literacy campaign and group
farming were part of this

In 1993, Tornquist was here
in witha new project. It wasan
effort to compare over time the
importance of democratisation
for rencwal-oriented popular
movements in the comparatively
liberal Philippines, the authoritar-
mnlndonesm.\ndd:mmmun){u—
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"In al these places cither the

¢ parties collapsed or
came to a standstill. Despite the
different experiences, there was
the same orientation — trying
newkindofdevelopmentinurban
as well as rural areas. giving
emphasison democratisation. and
vet having some broadly Leftori-
ented polici

Tornquist is all praisc for the
ongoing People’s Campaign for
the Ninth Plan. “Among the devel-
opment strategists. it is fashion-
able totalk about decentralisation,
emphasising civil so
democratisation. But what the

Planning Board is doing is uniquc
I have not seen any such imagina-
tive and forceful campaign which
involves so many people any
where else

However. he is sceptical
whether most people in Kerabi do
understand the cnormous poten
tial of the programme. It miy
cithergowrongormay change the
entire political and developmen
tl discourse. It can shake up the
centralsicd burcaucratic sysiem
Thus. it may actually enforee real
decentralisation

Tornquist savs his criticism

towards programmes like total lit-
cracy campaign. group farmig
and resource mapping was that
without decentralisation one
wouldnot getanythingsubstantial
outofit.

Whether the traditional politi
cianlikesitornot. theywill haveto
call atleast 5010 T0skilled people
in cach village. he says. He is also
hopetul that the programme, in
duccourse. willchange the nature
of political partics.

On theallegations thatthe CPM
i using the progrmme for parti
san ends, Tornquist says that it is
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bound to happen in the initial
stages. “Because you will have to
give them something to hang on.
Also there are sections within the
CPM and CPI who are reluctant.
So, how can you say at one hand
that they are ‘hesitant and on the
otherhand itis a party-guided pro-
gramme. And those who are seri-
ous about it in the CPM are not
going to use it for narrow political
gains, OF course it s politics. The
politicsinitistoopenupand make
it ible to compete on the basis
of constructive development.

“My main concern s that when
itcomes toimplementation, there
will have to be asimilar strong sus-
tmined campaign to help people
impiement the projects. People
should be given local orientation
anddeasand notstrict guidelines.

“All this is going to be trouble-
some since there is no well-func-
tioning localadministration. Work
of various well-meaning sections
has to be coordinated in sucl
away that it does not undermine
the democratic structure in the
panchayats. There should be
checks and balances so that pri-
Vate CONtractors are not coming,
in. But this will take a long time.”

Olle admits that the economic
basis of the Kerala model is under-
‘mined. “There has to be more pro-
duction orientation. Though
not an economist. | fail to see any.

gest that the: common inter-
ests in all lines but it is a combina-
tion which was ensured by labour
and peasant organisations on the
one hand and capital organisa-
(Xox\snfcl\(mpm(\e\lrs onthe oth-

“So the I\Lnd model. in terms
ity

4 reasonable transmission/trans-
formation of the State. The social
and democratic content of it may
be an asset in modernising the
State.

During his carlier study. Torn-
quist invited responses form his
informers. One of them. K Vijay-
achandran. a CITU ideologue and
now the KSIDC chief. has termed
hisattemptsas pastime of western

demics. He even saw the study
as part of an attempt to overthrow
the leftist movements

However, Tornquist is opti-
c about the Leftists in Kerala
is against equating the Kerala
Communists with the East Euro-
pean Left or the Chinese Commu-
nists. “Kerala Communists have
been working within a democrat-
ic framework for all these years
They are quite pragmatic in their
orientation and though they have
a highly centralised structure on
general questions. there 18 4 lot of
space for people to intervens
the local level.

“But there is alsoa lack of oricn-
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Tinyislets

east 10 tiny
lets lying
between

Valapattanom  and

Parassinikkadavu

attracts picnickers from

various parts of North

Malabar.
b

scope for largescale
fon, On the one hand it should be
ummd that one has more pro-
ductive useofland which couldbe
doneatthelocallevel. Therisalso
enormous potential in animal hus-
bandry and vegetable production
sectors. But it requires institution:
al check.”
italso requires a ot of social
contracts between labour and
capital and this has to be negotiat
edinsuchaway thatbothsidescan
live with it. Reasonably conscious
labourer or civil servant will not
stand up for structural chang
productive de
s they are guaranteed social
security
“I can give you one example
from my own country. In Sweden
in the 1930s. the Social Democrat-
ic Government with the coopera
tion of farmers guaranteed basic
social seeurity, The rapid cconom-
ic development was made possi
blc through the cooperation
between kabour and capital to the
benefit of both, This is #0t to sug:
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‘To make the party use politics in
development. you necd external
pressure, This should emerge not
only fromwithin the party butalso
from the administrative set-up.

“When people will get more
engaged in local development. it
will put pressure on politicians to
in people who are develop
ment experts and who have skill

“There is potential for a renews
alin the political system. It is not
goingto happenina drastic way. It
needs pressure from the low level
The survival of Communists in
Kerla owes much 1o the tradition
of pressurc from below. space for
action in society for various initia-
tives from below:

Olle Tornguist is least hothered
about the ideology. *You put any
label. Communist or anything. |
don't care. | would call it general
Leftorientation. Of course. forvar
jousreasonsthey will uphold their
ideological positions. But that
docsn't matter if the real thing is
happening at the Jocal level”

is just
six km from nnur

town on the Kannur-

Mangalore national

highway. Get down on

the  Valapattanom

bridge from where one
country boatsto enjoy the
beauty of thesc islets. Barely 2 km
from the bridge. the longest onein
the Maiabar region. lies the Bhagat
Singl islets. Close to them is the
magic isle of Samucl Aron

The Bhagat Singh islets com-
prising five tiny isles
coconut groves. They
a training ground 1o young toddy
tappers who learn their first
lessons in this profession from the
msters,

The magic isle of Samuel Aron is
rich in bio-diversity. The magic
well providing pure water during
all seasons in 4 land where only
line water is available and the
remnants of the large bung:
once used by Aron attract lots of
visitors to this isle.

The Pampuruthy and AKG islets
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are close by and 10
minute  journcy
g through the Valapat
tanom river will take
one there. Hardly one
kmontheNorthofthe
amous Muthappan

Parassin
the Rolthuruthy isle

People on pilgrim
(o the Muthappan
Madappura often visit
these tiny islands
which provides them with 2 good
reatto their eyesandailing minds

One can also have a look at the
Parassinikkadavu Snake Park
which is onlyastone s throw asvay
from the Muthappan Madappura
One can waich rare species of vari
cties of snakes, birds and animals

Afiveminute drive will take one
to the national highway from
where one can return to the Valap
attanom bridgc.

To the northeast of the Kalari
vathukkal temple is the Chirakk
kovilakon. the headquarters
the famous Moozi
Malayalam poct Cherus,
belicved 1o have authored
famous Krishnagada during
stay it the Chirakkal kovilcakon

Afiveacre pond and the famo
Sreckrishn temple are the othes
attractions of this place. 4 :
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and careless disposal of toxic and other wastes
The incident in Dethi in November 1994, when
over 500 people took ill after inhaling fumes from
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