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Old communism
= I t
irrelevant, says
Swedish expert
JAKARTA (JP): Communism, at least the kind
that was pursued in some Third World countries as
a short cut to socialist devclopment, has become
irrelevant to most rapidly developing countries, an
expert on communism in Asia says.
Dr. Olle Tomquist of of the Indoncsian lberation
Uppsala University in Sweden  struggle, who, as we know,
sald un Thumsduy that withcap-  were also inspired by Marxism
jtalism developing nationally =ndsoon.
as wall as internationally, there “Actually, the young PRD
is now a much larger working peopie primarily look for inspi -
class to build upon in most rationnot in the old PKI but in
developing countries. movements like Surckal Islam
“This makes old Third Warld  and in the thinking of Tan
communism, and jts shorteints  Malaks. And Tan Malaka, as
primarily based on pessants, we know, broke withold Soviet
almost irrelevant inmost rapid-  and China-guided communism
ly developing countrics,” and gave greal importance to
Tomguist said. nationalism and religion, espe-
“The very basis for old class  cially Islam,” Tornguist said.
conflicts, between social demo- He said the PRD is nothing
crats and people who ecarlier like the democratically-orient-
might have become commu- - cd communists in India which
nists is now fading away,” said are mass movemenis at the
Tornquist, who wrote his dis- grassroots level. The PRI dif-
sertatiom on the rise and fall of ferssharply from the Fhilippine
the Indonesian Commueist  communists, who hold on to
Party (PKD). their Maoist ideas and who
Tormquist — sn expert on rad-  abstained from joining  the
ival popular movements in India, broad pro-democracy move-
the Phillppines and Indonesia — ments during the People Power
was a guest at a discussion orge-  revolution in 1986, he udded.
nized Dby the Institute for “Some PRD sctivists migghii
Information Flow Studies on  have rediscovered Tenin, but
Thursday at Cafe Tempo in  unfortunately, Iwould suy, they
Jakarta. Me was 1nvited to give may rather come close to the
his views about the Demacratic  kind of left radicalism which
People’s Party (PRD), which the  f.enin distanced himself from
mulitary says resembles the PKI  and labeled “an infant discase™
both in form and objective. Tornquist said.
The PK1 was outlawed in "As far us | can see from my
1966 after it wus blamed for owncomparativestudics of pop-
masterninding a coup attempt  ular efforts at democratization,
against president Sukarno a this lack of grassroots mass
year earlier. organization and leftist radical-
"I'ne PRD has been blamed for ism are clearly problematie in
inciting massive riots in Jakarta  processes of democratization.
on July 27. Tts Jeaders, including “But that, again, 15 no reason
chairman Budiman Sudjatmiko, for branding the PRD-people
huve been arrested and are cur-  communists,” he added,
rently under investigation. Toraguist also noted that by
Tornquist, whose disserta-  hooking up with the Indonesian
uon on the PKI was published  Domocratic Party  faction
by Zed Books of London in under Megawati Sockaimo-
1904, described the PRD as & pun, “they (PRD peaple) avlu-
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officially stil)l respected herues

y , “But they are hardly more nized i 5y
a8 . J 3 3 red political system,
) ; communist than many of the work unde:rgrng;d wi:; ean-
spiracies.” (emb/16)
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