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favorable or depriving to both
the intellectual and the society.

An intellectual with relative-
ly more and better knowledge,
experience and observations
than the common people is
expected by society to inform,
teach and help the people in

dor S0, th 'y sly
take a great risk that they may
well lose their jobs, .

There are also "fake" whistle-
blowers who do the same thing
for their own benefit or person-
al interests. The latter intellec-
tuals are better called traitors.
istle-blowing intellectu-

Sizing up an

JAKARTA (JP): In an impor-
tant article in The Jakarta Post
on Dec. 5, Mulyana W,
Kusumah, secretary-general of
the Indonesian Independent
Committee for General
Election Monitoring (KIPP)),
pointed to what might be the
positive effects for democrati-
zation of an electoral system
based on'a simple majority in
one-person constituencies; the
so-called district system.

No doubt there is much to the
argument that such a district
system may help undermine
authoritarianism, and especial-

ly the dominance of centralized -

ASEAN’s

KUALA LUMPUR (AP): The
longstanding pledge by
Southeast Asian nations to
avoid interfering in each other’s
business was put to the test
recently when U.S. Vice
President Al Gore came to town
and stepped into Malaysia's
internal affairs.

In front of Prime Minister
Mahathir Mohamad, host to a
A Bacific trade s

I By Olle Tomquist —]

established parties and certain
leaders.

It might be added, however,
that such a system is also likely
to generate” fiercer conflicts
between people mobilized on
the basis of ethnic anq religious
loyalties. Both to win the only
seat and after the election,
groups may end up fighting
each other rather than trying to
compromise.

Furthermore, since the win-

1 By Beth Duff-Brown ,

Indonesian presidents took the
unprecedented step of publicly
reprimanding Mahathir for the
sacking and | jailing ‘of his
deputy, Anwar Ibrahim.

Next week, the Philippi

ntellectual who resists totalitar-
ian  regimes, History repeats
itself. During World 'War 11 in
Germany, atomic scientist
Werner Heisenberg and hi
coworkers sabotaged the war by
passive resistance and delayed
the ‘atom homb :project. Soon
after the war ended, an Austrian

appropriate el

ner takes all (and only large
parties will benefit from a
national proportional/distribu-
tion of additional seats), this
system is not likely to result in
the inclusion of many of the
wealk groups that were exclud-
ed under the country's authori-
tarian regimes.

Even more important, the
new rules of the game to be
decided upon are likely to be
formative and of great impor-
tance for a long period of time,
Most powerful groups  will
adjust their machineries to the
new institutions and thereafter
change will be difficult.

nonintervention poli

immediate entry and the mem-
bership issue is likely to domi-
nate the summit.
Noninterference into mem-
bers' internal affairs could also
be on the agenda, though an
attempt by Thailand and the
Philippines to  alter that
ASEAN founding principle
was rejected when foreign min-
isters met in Manila in July,

e Unit
Siates, in the middle of the
reform movement in Indonesia,
stated there might be corrupt

practices in  the signing
of a contract between the
Indonesian government

through the Ministry of Mines
and Energy and the local sub-
sidiary of Freeport McMoran

Hence, it may also be crucial
to consider the effects of differ-
ent electoral systems on the
possibility of not only under-~
mining the remnants of author-
itarianism but also consolidat-
ing and further developing
democracy.

For the future, then, I would
argue, experience from other
relevant countries suggests that
2 proportional system in rather
large constituencies may be
preferable, especially if com-
bined with decentra]ization,
local el=ctions and democrati-
zation of parties.

There are two major reasons

Abdul .\ Razak notes that
ASEAN was paralyzed during
the hazardous haze that blanket-
ed the region last year. It stood by
silently during the Cambodian
coup and the deadly riots that led
to the end of Indonesian
President Soeharto's 32-year rule
in May. And it has done little to
focus on the crippling Asian ec
1o,

ed " of to prove or disprove his claims,

e government responded by
accusing Panigorc himself of
committing corruption in his
Medco group of companies.

It seems that in the reform era,
whistle-blowing .intellectuals
who speak ap about the wrong-
doings of government officers are
cissuaded from doing so. If they

for this. First, one-member con-
stituencies are likely to promote
Personality-oriented  politics
and Iccal boss-rule on the basis
of guns, goons and gold — plus
ethnic and religious loyalties.
Secend (and even worse), such
boss-rule within a district system
would make jt extremely difficult
for new ~oncernad groups in civ-
il sociely to enter politics by
gracually organizing new mass
movements and democratic par-
ties based on societal intereste
and ideas — thus compensating
for their economic wealness and
lack of muscle. They usually have
to limit themselves to extra-par-

Cy put to

Razak. "Cne gets the impression
that it’s every man for himself."
The fledgling reiorm move-
ment in Malaysia is hoping
ASEAN will chuck the non
interference policy and use the
surnmit to  discuss Anwar,
who is on irial for corruption
and scdomy.
o1 spea

about j

tice,

eme ratic’ Life in
the country. The most probable
consequence of such a situstion
is thet pro-status quo govern-
ment officers and their follow-
ers will enjoy tle moment to
bolster their positions,

The writer is a graduate of
the  University of  the
Philippines.

) B
ectoral system

liamentary struggles, lobbying;
and to betting on the least worst
Ppassion.
. For instance, the above were
the clear and frustrating experi-
ences of democrats in cases such
as the Philippines after Ma.cos,
In conclusion, while no elec-
toral system is ideal, it may bz
important to consider the
effects bayond the underminis
of authoritarianism — on the
consolidation  and  further
development of democracy.

The writer is professor of pol-
itics and development, at the
University of Oslo, Norway.

the test

Thai newspaper The Nation.
"Because those values
are borderless."

Malhathix disagrees. During a
receni visit to Brunei, he said
Southeast Asian ‘eaders who
begin sniping at one another
would undermine vegional uaity.

"That will be very bad,
_because we all have got a lot of




