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'IN SEARCH OF NEW SOCIAL DEMOCRACY IS A MUST READ FOR ALL WANTING TO UNDERSTAND THE GLOBAL CRISIS OF
SOCIAL DEMOCRACY AND WHY ADJUSTMENT TO CURRENT GLOBALIZATION IS INSUFFICIENT FOR THE REBIRTH OF A STRONG
PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENT. TORNQUIST CONVINCINGLY ARGUES THAT DESPITE THE ROOT CAUSES OF THE CRISIS STEAMS
FROM AN UNTAMED MARKET DRIVEN GLOBALISATION THE ANSWERS OF SOCIAL DEMOCRACY FAR TOO OFTEN SET ASIDE
THE GLOBAL DIMENSIONS ... | AM HOPEFUL THAT TORNQUIST'S "END-BOOK" IS NOT AN END BUT RATHER A NEW BEGINNING.'

Anna Sundstréom, Secretary General, Olof Palme International Center, Stockholm, Sweden

Why is the classical social democratic vision of development based on social justice by democratic means losing
ground? Why was it so difficult to renew, even in the context of the third wave of democracy in the South?
How does this matter in the North too, and how might it be reinvented?

In Search of New Social Democracy brings to life major insights gained through written sources and interviews with a
large range of activists and political protagonists in the southern cases of Indonesia, India, and the Philippines - but
also in the northern social democratic stronghold of Sweden. By considering the experiences in view of the basics

of Social Democracy and a broader comparative framework, Olle Térnquist arrives at globally relevant conclusions.
Crucially, Térnquist also puts forward suggestions for how to achieve this reinvention social democracy. Through
implementation of broad alliances in the Global South, supported by the Global North, for transformative rights and
welfare reforms — universal, participatory and impartially implemented - precursors to social economic growth pacts
can thus be effected.
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REVIEWS

"TORNQUIST DRAWS ON INSIGHTS ACCRUED OVER A LIFETIME OF RESEARCH TO EXPLAIN WHY REFORMIST SOCIAL
MOVEMENTS HAVE NOT MADE MORE OF A DIFFERENCE IN INDIA, INDONESIA AND THE PHILIPPINES. PART PERSONAL
MEMOIR, PART INTELLECTUAL MUSING, THIS VERY ACCESSIBLE BOOK DELVES INTO AN ECLECTIC SELECTION OF
'MOMENTS' ACROSS TIME IN EACH OF THESE SETTINGS, SEARCHING FOR HINTS THAT A SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC VISION FOR A
NEW WORLD ORDER COULD YET PREVAIL."

Michele Ford, Professor of Southeast Asian Studies, University of Sydney, Australia

"THIS IS AN ABSOLUTELY REMARKABLE BOOK BY ONE OF OUR MOST INCISIVE ANALYSTS OF SOCIAL DEMOCRACY'S

LIMITS AND POSSIBILITIES. THE CURRENT VOLUME IS ANCHORED IN RIGOROUS ANALYTICS, EXTENSIVE AND CAREFUL
EMPIRICS, AND ANIMATED BY A COMPARATIVE IMAGINATION ... BASED ON AN EXTENSIVE CAREER'S WORTH OF WORK, IT '
IS PART GLOBAL SURVEY OF THE STATE OF SOCIAL DEMOCRACY TODAY, PART PERSONAL REFLECTION AND NARRATIVE

ON A CAREER WELL-SPENT, PART RICH PORTRAIT OF THE PEOPLE AND COLLECTIVES WHO SEEK CHANGE, AND PART '
IMPASSIONED PLEA THAT WE NOT ABANDON THE PROMISE OF SOCIAL DEMOCRACY ... | AM THANKFUL HE HAS WRITTEN IT
AS HONESTLY AS HE HAS, FORIT IS NOT A BOOK ABOUT ENDINGS. AS HE SHOWS, SOCIAL DEMOCRACY CAN - AND MUST -

BE REINVENTED TO REVERSE SETBACKS OF RECENT YEARS AND FACE THE GLOBAL CHALLENGES OF THE ONES AHEAD."

Gianpaolo Baiocchi, Professor, Global and Latin American social movements, Gallatin School, New York University, USA

"OLLE HAS TAKEN ON A MASSIVE PROJECT, COMPARING THE ATTEMPTS AT PROGRESSIVE SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC REFORM

IN FOUR SEPARATE COUNTRIES. HE SUCCEEDS, COMBINING DETAILED HISTORICAL ACCOUNTS WITH SWEEPING
CONCLUSIONS. HE SUCCEEDS NOT JUST WITH EXACTING SCHOLARSHIP, BUT BECAUSE HE SHARES THE HOPES AND GOALS
OF THE PARTIES HE STUDIES."

Dr. Joel Rocamora, co-founder of the Institute for Popular Democracy and the Akbayan Party. Former head of the Philippine Anti-
Poverty Commission and member of the Aquino Ill Cabinet.

"IN THIS ENGAGING BOOK TORNQUIST DRAWS ON A LIFETIME OF RESEARCH ON PROGRESSIVE DEMOCRATIC POLITICS IN
INDONESIA, THE PHILIPPINES AND THE INDIAN STATE OF KERALA, TOGETHER WITH HIS EXPERIENCE OF ACTIVISM AT HOME
IN SWEDEN, TO REFLECT ON THE PROSPECTS NOW FOR SOCIAL DEMOCRACY. TORNQUIST'S CALL, FINALLY, FOR BROAD
ALLIANCES IN SUPPORT OF RIGHTS AND WELFARE REFORMS, AS THE BASIS FOR THE RENEWAL OF SOCIAL DEMOCRACY,
HAS A PARTICULAR RESONANCE IN THE CONTEXT OF RECOVERY FROM THE COVID PANDEMIC."

John Harriss, Professor of International Studies, Simon Fraser University and Géttingen Centre for Modern Indian Studies

“THIS IS THE BEST BOOK | KNOW TO CONNECT THE POST-WORLD WAR Il DEMOCRATISATION IN EUROPE AND THE FORMER
COLONIES WITH THAT OF THE THIRD WAVE. IT IS A VERY RARE FOR ONE PERSON TO HAVE SUCH A LONG AND INTENSIVE
ENGAGEMENT WITH GRASSROOTS DEMOCRATISATION MOVEMENTS, IN SUCH A VARIETY OF COUNTRIES, DRIVEN BY SUCH A
COMBINATION OF PASSION AND INTELLECTUAL RIGOUR. THE MANY SKETCHES OF DEDICATED ACTIVISTS THE AUTHOR HAS
MET OVER THE YEARS ARE DELIGHTFUL ... HIS HIGHLY ANALYTICAL BOOK IS AT THE SAME TIME A PERSONAL MEMOIR ... A
LIFETIME DEDICATED FIELDWORK HAS GIVEN THE BOOK A HISTORICAL DEPTH THAT NO LIBRARY STUDY OR FLY-IN-FLY-OUT
CONSULTANCY EVER HAVE HAD."

Gerry van Klinken, Professor of Southeast Asian Social and Economic History, University of Amsterdam and Royal Netherlands
Institute of Southeast Asian and Caribbean Studies

"WHAT DEFINES SOCIAL DEMOCRACY, HOW HAS IT CHANGED OVER GENERATIONS OF STRUGGLES, WHAT DOES IT LOOK
LIKE IN THE GLOBAL SOUTH AND WHAT ARE THE CHALLENGES IT FACES GOING FORWARD? THESE ARE THE AMBITIOUS
QUESTIONS THAT TORNQUIST, BUILDING ON A LIFETIME OF FIELDWORK AND CRITICAL REFLECTION, TACKLES IN THIS
SOPHISTICATED AND HIGHLY READABLE AND ENGAGING BOOK. DRAWING ON A SWEEPING COMPARATIVE AND HISTORICAL
ANALYSIS AS WELL AS A GROUNDED UNDERSTANDING OF THE CONTEXTUAL AND POLITICAL COMPLEXITIES OF MAKING
SOCIAL DEMOCRACY WORK, THIS BOOK IS A MUST-READ FOR ALL THOSE WHO CARE ABOUT THE CONTEMPORARY CRISIS
OF GLOBAL CAPITALISM."

Patrick Heller, Professor of Sociology and International and Public Affairs, Brown University, USA

"IN SEARCH OF NEW SOCIAL DEMOCRACY IS AN EXTREMELY TIMELY AND HELPFUL BOOK. IT IS HARD TO IMAGINE SOLVING
THE WORLD'S PROBLEMS WITHOUT AN EFFECTIVE AND POWERFUL DEMOCRATIC LEFT. UNLIKE MOST TREATMENTS THAT
ATTEMPT TO UNDERSTAND DEVELOPMENTS ON THE CONTEMPORARY LEFT, TORNQUIST EXAMINES SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC
MOVEMENTS IN THE GLOBAL NORTH AND SOUTH, GENERATING INSIGHTS AND LESSONS THAT SHOULD BE OF INTEREST TO
SCHOLARS, PRACTITIONERS AND CONCERNED CITIZENS ACROSS THE GLOBE."

Sheri Berman, Professor of Political Science, Barnard College, Columbia University, USA
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